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See the 2016 Criteria Training 

Timeline for additional upcoming 
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The Council on Education for Public Health 
(CEPH) is pleased to announce adoption 
of revised accreditation criteria for 
schools of public health and public health 
programs. 
 
The revised criteria introduce a new 
framework for assessing the quality of 
student learning and seek to focus more 
explicitly on schools’ and programs’ 
efforts to promote student success and 
advance the field of public health. 
Throughout the revision process, the 
Council focused on three major aims: 
1) ensure the quality of public health 
education, 2) increase flexibility and 
opportunities for innovation and 
3) simplify and reduce the accreditation 
reporting burden. 
 
“The Council received hundreds of 
thoughtful comments and ideas from a 
variety of stakeholders throughout the 
four rounds of revisions, and we are 
excited to have reached substantial 
consensus given that some of the revisions 
are quite significant,” explained CEPH 
Executive Director Laura Rasar King, MPH, 
MCHES. 
 
Tennessee Health Commissioner John 
Dreyzehner, MD, MPH, provided a 
practice perspective on the criteria 
revision. “As an employer, I think the 
criteria set us up for greater success in 
recruiting people who can be adaptable 
and innovative, that have an experiential 
context to draw from and who are bright, 
resourceful and eager to continue 
learning and humble in their approach to 
creating a healthier population,” he said. 
 
Highlights of the revisions are as follow.  
 

 Curricular expectations moved from a 

course-based topical framework to a 
framework based on knowledge and 
skills that ensures that every public 
health student graduates with a solid 
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foundation in important practice 

competencies 

 El iminated many prescr ipt ive 

requirements to allow for greater 
innovation and flexibility based on a 

school or program’s mission and context 

 Reduced reporting requirements in 

many areas to focus on student 
achievement and other outcomes rather 
than inputs 

 
The revised criteria are the product of a 
process that spanned more than two years 
and built on the substantial work done by 
other organizations and work groups to 
reflect the current and future needs of the 
practice community. Although not an 
exhaustive list, the Council considered the 
findings and recommendations from the 

following efforts:  

 Framing the Future’s Blue Ribbon 

Employers Advisory Board Report 

 Framing the Future’s MPH Expert Panel 

 NBPHE’s Job Task Analysis 

 ASTHO’s Public Health Workforce 

Interests and Needs Survey 

 Council on Linkages Core Competencies 

for Public Health Professionals 
 
“These criteria are the result of many years 
of listening to both academic and practice 
partners and monitoring trends in public 
health,” said CEPH Board President Donna 
Petersen, MHS, ScD, CPH. “We are proud 
of all the work that has been done and are 
ready to take the next steps that will create 
leaders for a healthier world.” 
 
Dreyzehner added, “Congratulations to the 
Council for a layered, robust and thoughtful 
process that produced criteria promising to 
lead future generations of public health 
students toward practical competence 
wherever their sought-after skills take 
them.” 
 

The CEPH website includes resources for 
schools and programs implementing the 
revised criteria. CEPH will continue to be 
update and expand the website as new 
resources develop. Currently, schools 
and programs  can acces s  an 
implementation schedule, a training 
timeline, a data elements comparison, 
the data templates and a history of the 
criteria revision process. 
 
CEPH looks forward to working with 
each school and program as it transitions 
to the new criteria. 

http://ceph.org/ceph-technical-assistance-webinar/
mailto:submissions@ceph.org
mailto:submissions@ceph.org
http://ceph.org/assets/Training_Timeline.pdf
http://ceph.org/assets/Training_Timeline.pdf
http://ceph.org/assets/2016.Criteria.pdf
http://www.aspph.org/app/uploads/2015/02/Blue-Ribbon-Employers-Advisory-Board-Report1.pdf
http://www.aspph.org/app/uploads/2015/02/Blue-Ribbon-Employers-Advisory-Board-Report1.pdf
http://www.aspph.org/educate/models/mph-degree-report/
https://www.nbphe.org/documents/2016jta_report.pdf
http://www.astho.org/phwins/National-Summary-Report-of-Workforce-Data/
http://www.astho.org/phwins/National-Summary-Report-of-Workforce-Data/
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Documents/Core_Competencies_for_Public_Health_Professionals_2014June.pdf
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Documents/Core_Competencies_for_Public_Health_Professionals_2014June.pdf


CEPH rolls out revised criteria and implementation plan 

In preparation of the compliance 
deadline, CEPH has released an 
Implementation Training Timeline. Training 
opportunities include technical assistance 
sessions at national meetings and via 
webinars. CEPH will have technical 
assistance sessions at the upcoming 
SOPHE, APHA, APTR and AAPHP annual 
meetings. CEPH hosted its first technical 
assistance webinar in December 2016. 
The next webinar is scheduled for 
February 22, 2017. Further details, 
including past presentations are available 
on the 2016 revised criteria webpage. 

CEPH hosted the 2016 Criteria Rollout 
Meeting on Sunday, October 30, 2016 
in Denver, Colorado. Nearly 300 
attendees from approximately 155 
institutions attended in the event.  
 
CEPH Executive Director Laura Rasar 
King, MPH, MCHES; Association of 
Schools and Programs in Public Health 
(ASPPH) Chair-Elect Donna Petersen, 
ScD, MHS, CPH; and American Public 
Health Association (APHA) President-
Elect Thomas Quade, MA, MPH, CPH 
welcomed attendees and opened the 
event. “If we commit to doing this 
together in a spirit of learning and 
growing, I know this will be great,” said 
Dr. Petersen at the opening plenary. 
 

Ms. King presented an overview of the 
newly adopted criteria and of the 
implementation plan. The event also 
included presentations from CEPH staff 
on topics including MPH, BSPH and DrPH 
curricula, faculty resources for schools 
and programs and evaluation. 
Additionally, members of the Board of 
Councilors hosted a session to answer 
attendee questions. 
 
The implementation plan includes two 
possible paths for schools and programs 
to demonstrate compliance with the new 
criteria. All schools and programs must 
demonstrate compliance with the 2016 
criteria by December 31, 2018. 
 

First winter AOW prepares schools and programs on revised criteria 

CEPH hosted its first winter Accreditation Orientation 
Workshop (AOW) January 12-13, 2017 in Washington, DC. 
This special edition of the AOW prepared schools and 
programs to write self-studies and host site visits in response to 
the 2016 revised criteria.  
 
The 29 attendees represented 16 institutions, including 11 
public health programs and five schools of public health.  

http://ceph.org/assets/Training_Timeline.pdf
http://ceph.org/criteria-revision/
http://ceph.org/assets/implementation.pdf


The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) is pleased to 
announce the selection of new members to its Board and its 
election of new officers for 2017.  
 
The American Public Health Association (APHA) has appointed 
Harry T. Kwon, PhD, MPH, MCHES as a public health 
practitioner representative and the Association of Schools and 
Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) has appointed Phillip L. 
Williams, PhD, CIH, as an academic representative on CEPH’s 
Board of Councilors. Jointly, APHA and ASPPH have appointed 
Hitesh Kapadia, DDS, PhD as a public representative on CEPH’s 
Board of Councilors. As a public member of CEPH’s Board of 
Councilors, Dr. Kapadia is charged with representing the public 
at large and may not be a public health professional or 
affiliated with an institution that offers public health training. 
 
“CEPH is fortunate to gain two new Councilors with extensive 
experience in public health practice and education and a new 
public member with notable health care experience,” said 
Executive Director Laura Rasar King, MPH, MCHES. “We look 
forward to their contributions as we begin an exciting year with 
the newly adopted 2016 Accreditation Criteria.” 
 
Dr. Kwon is the director of the Division of Research Education in 
the Office of Extramural Research, Education, and Priority 
Populations at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(AHRQ). Dr. Kwon directs the division that oversees the agency’s 
research education, training, and career development award 
programs. Prior to AHRQ, Dr. Kwon served as a health scientist 
in the Office of Communications and Public Liaison at the 
National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health. He 
currently serves as the vice chair of the Education Board of the 
American Public Health Association and is a member on the US 
Department of Health and Human Services Workgroup on 
Asian, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Issues. Dr. Kwon 
received an MPH in health promotion from the Graduate School 
of Public Health at San Diego State University and a PhD in 
public and community health from the University of Maryland, 
College Park.  
 
Dr. Kwon has been appointed for a three-year term that 
extends through 2019. 
 
Dr. Williams is the founding Dean of the College of Public 
Health at the University of Georgia. He also holds the Georgia 
Power Professorship of Environmental Health Science in the 
College’s Department of Environmental Health Science. He has 
over 35 years of experience as a toxicologist and has authored 
over 100 publications, including three textbooks on toxicology. 
Prior to his arrival at UGA in 1993, he worked as an Industrial 
Hygienist with the USDOL/OSHA, a Senior Research Scientist 
with the Georgia Tech Research Institute and a Vice President in 
the Environmental Health and Safety Division of A.T. Kearney, a 
large consulting firm. Dr. Williams currently serves on a number 
of boards including: the State of Georgia Board of Public 
Health as chair; the State of Georgia Governor’s Council on 
Childhood Obesity and the Board of Scientific Counselors for 
the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health/Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. He received his PhD in 
Toxicology from The Georgia Institute of Technology.  
 

Board of Councilors welcomes three new representatives 

Dr. Williams was appointed for a term that extends through the 
end of 2017. 
 
Dr. Kapadia has been in his current position at Seattle Children’s 
Hospital in the Craniofacial Center as a Craniofacial 
Orthodontist since 2010. He is part of a multi-disciplinary team 
that cares for children with craniofacial conditions. In addition to 
direct patient care at Seattle Children’s Hospital, he is active in 
the clinical education of residents and fellows in multiple 
disciplines. He is also engaged in research, including an NIH-
funded clinical trial with Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles. Prior 
to Seattle Children’s Hospital, Dr. Kapadia was a member of the 
faculty at Baylor College of Dentistry in the Department of 
Biomedical Sciences. Dr. Kapadia received his DDS at the 
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston in 1996. He 
also completed a dual training program involving clinical 
residency training in orthodontics and a PhD program  in human 
and molecular genetics. Dr. Kapadia is active in the American 
Cleft Palate Association where he served on the Commission on 
Approval of Teams from 2013-2016. CAT is a semi-autonomous 
body that approves craniofacial care teams according to peer-
reviewed and approved standards. 
 
Dr. Kapadia has been appointed for a term that extends through 
the end of 2017. 
 
The Board of Councilors also elected its officers, who serve as 
CEPH’s Executive Committee, for 2017. The officers include 
President Rose Marie Martinez, ScD, Vice President Nanette Lee 
Reynolds, EdD, Secretary Iman Hakim, MD, PhD, MPH, and 
Treasurer Ruth Gaare-Bernheim, JD, MPH. Executive Committee 
members serve one-year terms but are eligible for re-election.  

Harry T. Kwon, 
PhD, MPH, 

MCHES 

Hitesh Kapadia, DDS, PhD 

Phillip L. Williams, PhD, CIH 

http://ceph.org/about/members/martinez/
http://ceph.org/about/members/reynolds/
http://ceph.org/about/members/reynolds/
http://ceph.org/about/members/hakim/
http://ceph.org/about/members/bernheim/


Stories from the Road: International Accreditation Activities 

CEPH’s international accreditation 
activities vary by nature and scope. 
CEPH considers applicants outside of 
t he  Un i ted S ta te s  when the 
circumstances are fitting. In addition to 
meeting the eligibility requirements 
ou t l i ned in  the Accredi ta t ion 
Procedures, international applicants 
must submit additional materials and 
complete additional procedural steps 

including an initial written request for 
consideration. International institutions 
must have an additional, preliminary 
consultation before being eligible to be 
accepted as applicants.   
 
Currently, CEPH accredits institutions in 
four countries outside of the US: 
Canada, Grenada, Lebanon and 
Mexico. CEPH also has applicants in 

Eight academic and practitioner site 
visitors who have demonstrated 
exceptional knowledge of CEPH 
criteria and procedures and 
commitment to the accreditation process 
were trained to swerve as site visit 
team chairs.  
 
Chairs have additional responsibilities 
such as reviewing the preliminary self-
study and approving the agenda for 
the days on site.  
 
CEPH thanks these individuals for their 
continued service to the accreditation 
process: 
 

CEPH promotes eight site visitors to serve as chairs of review teams 

Steve Alder 
Division Chief 
University of Utah 
 
Nina Alesci 
Analyst 
Blue Cross of Minnesota 
 
Craig Blakely 
Dean 
University of Louisville 
 
Wendy Braund 
State Health Officer & Public Health 
Division Administrator 
Wyoming Department of Health 
 

Israel and Taiwan. In 2016, National 
Taiwan University hosted its first site visit. 
Additionally, preliminary consultation 
visits took place at Sun Yat Sen in China 
and the University of Adelaide in 
Australia.  
 
CEPH Deputy Director, Mollie Mulvanity, 
conducted the consultation visits in China 
and Australia. CEPH Director of 
Accreditation Services, Kristen Varol, 
served as the staff coordinator to the 
National Taiwan University site visit. 

The CEPH site visit team and National Taiwan University (NTU) 
officials (top), Mollie Mulvanity in Austrialia (bottom left), Sun Yat 
Sen consultation visit (bottom middle), Mollie Mulvanity with Sun 

Yat Sen students (bottom right) 
 

Richard Kurz 
Dean Emeritus 
University of North Texas Health 
Science Center 
 
Leah Neubauer 
Director of Accreditation & Assessment 
Northwestern University 
 
Tanya Uden-Holman 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
University of Iowa 
 
Susan Wozenski 
Vice Chair, Department of Family and 
Community Health 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 

http://ceph.org/assets/Procedures.pdf
http://ceph.org/assets/Procedures.pdf
http://ceph.org/accredited/applicants/


William Paterson University 
Bachelor of Science in Public Health Program 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 
Syracuse University 
Bachelor’s Program in Public Health  
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 
SUNY-Cortland 
Community Health Program (bachelor’s) 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 
Clemson University 
Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences Program 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 
Western University 
MPH Program 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 
University of Southern Maine 
Master of Public Health Program 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 
North Dakota State University 
Master of Public Health Program 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021 
 

Hofstra University 
Master of Public Health Program 
Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2021  
 

University of Nevada, Reno 
Public Health Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Brigham Young University 
Public Health Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
MPH Program 
Probationary accreditation conferred to July 1, 2018 
 
Western Kentucky University 
Public Health Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
Public Health Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Southern Connecticut State University 
Public Health Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 

 
CUNY School of Public Health  
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
Georgia Southern University 
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Thomas Jefferson University 
Master of Public Health Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Wayne State University 
MPH Program 
Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023 
 
Dartmouth – Geisel School of Medicine 
MPH Program 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2023  

For a complete list of accredited schools and programs,  

visit CEPH’s website. 

CEPH makes 19 accreditation decisions at fall 2016 meeting 

The following schools and programs were granted  

continued accreditation 

The following schools and programs were granted  

intitial accreditation 

http://ceph.org/accredited/


CEPH develops substantive change form for SBPs 

A substantive change notice is a document 
that updates CEPH of a change or changes 
to an accredited unit’s curriculum of 
operations. Accredited schools and 
programs often make curricular changes 
and revise guiding statements to best reflect 
the needs of constituents and developments 
in the field. Common changes that require 
submission of a substantive change notice 
include but are not limited to: 
 

 Adding or discontinuing an area of 

specialization 
 

 Offering a degree program that 

differs substantially in mode of delivery 
from those previously reviewed  

 Offering a degree program as a site 

distant from the school or program 
 
Schools and programs undertaking changes 
like those listed above or described in the 
Accreditation Procedures should notify the 
Council in writing before the change is 
implemented. 
 
In addition to the existing substantive 
change form, which was designed for PHPs 
and SPHs, CEPH has developed a 
substantive change form specifically for use 
by standalone baccalaureate programs.  
 
Any substantive change forms should be 
s u b m i t t e d  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  t o 
submissions@ceph.org.  

CEPH welcomes new office assistant 

In January, CEPH welcomed a new 
team member,  office assistant, Mary 
Frances LaHood. Mary Frances is  
currently pursuing a Master of Social 
Work with a concentration in Clinical 
Health at the Catholic University of 
America, National Catholic School of  
Social Service. She plans to graduate 
in May 2017. In 2015, she earned a 
Bachelor of Social Work from  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Edward’s University in Austin, TX. 
  
At CEPH, Mary Frances’ primary  
responsibilities are to support volunteer 
management and communication activities. 
She manages logistics for training sessions 
and coordinates the recruitment of slates of 
volunteer peer reviewers. Mary Frances also 
assists CEPH staff in volunteer recruitment 
activities. 
  
Before joining CEPH, Mary Frances  
completed supervised clinical social work 
placements in Behavior Health and Maternal 
Child Health in a community hospital and in 
a public school. During her placement at 
Providence Hospital in Washington, DC she 
completed biopsychosocial assessments of 
patients presenting in the Emergency  
Department in psychiatric crisis, advocated 
for patients’ best care. While working with 

Con Mi MADRE in Austin, TX, Mary 
Frances led psychosocial groups for  
Latina adolescents and supported the 
planning and implementation of  
conferences for mother-daughter teams.   
 
Mary Frances also served as an  
educator at Academy of the Holy Cross 
in Kensington, MD and as Interim  
Executive Director of St. Joseph’s House 
in Silver Spring, MD. While at St.  
Joseph’s House, she co-developed the 
Café St. Joe program which aims to  
provide work training skills while  
building a culture of inclusion in Catholic 
p a r i s h e s  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
organization’s mission of supporting  
c h i ld ren  w i t h  i n t e l l e c tua l  and  
developmental disabilities.  

http://ceph.org/assets/Substantive_Change_Notices_FAQ.pdf
http://ceph.org/assets/SBP_sub_change_form.doc
http://ceph.org/assets/SBP_sub_change_form.doc
mailto:submissions@ceph.org?subject=Substantive%20Change%20Notice


If you know of anyone who would like to be added to the distribution list  
for this newsletter, please send an email to nwilliams@ceph.org. 

The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) is an independent agency recognized by the US Department of Education to accredit 

schools of public health and public health programs offered in settings other than schools of public health. These schools and programs 

prepare students for entry into careers in public health. The primary professional degree is the Master of Public Health (MPH) but other 

baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral degrees are offered as well. Visit www.ceph.org for more information. 
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Follow CEPH on Twitter for news, tips and important announcements! 
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