
CEPH is continuing its work on quality 
assurance for freestanding baccalaureate-
level public health programs (“freestanding 
programs” are those unaffiliated with 
schools of public health or MPH programs). 
Here is a look at recent activities and future 

plans in this area: 

 Following the advice of several working 
groups with both internal and external 
members, CEPH developed draft criteria 
for freestanding baccalaureate public 
health programs in mid-2012. These 
criteria were accepted by the Council, in 

principle, in October 2012. 

 In January 2013, CEPH hosted two focus 
groups comprising freestanding 
baccalaureate program leaders from 
across the country to determine whether 
the draft criteria are an appropriate, 
realistic, understandable and usable 
framework for programs and whether 
the criteria overall are indicative of 
program quality. Michelle Bell, EdD, 
assistant dean for educational programs 
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at the Harvard University School of 
Public Health, served as the facilitator 

for the focus groups. 

 The Council will review a draft of the 
criteria, including feedback from the 
focus groups, at its February 2013 

meeting. 

 The Council anticipates releasing the 
draft criteria for public comment in early 

spring 2013. 

CEPH staff and councilors have been 
involved from the beginning in the Framing 
the Future Task Force, convened by the 
Association of Schools of Public Health, as 
well as the expert panels assembled to 
develop the Critical Component Elements 
for baccalaureate students pursuing public 
health degrees and to discuss 
recommendations for the future of the MPH 
degree. CEPH Executive Director Laura 
Rasar King, MPH, MCHES, provided an 
update of CEPH’s proposed efforts to 
ASPH’s Undergraduate Education for Public 
Health Summit, held in conjunction with the 

APHA Annual Meeting in October 

2012. 

In the coming months, CEPH will be 
expanding available information on 
developments in quality assurance 
for undergraduate programs on its 

website. 

CEPH Welcomes New Accreditation Coordinator to Staff 

In January 2013, Nicole Williams joined the CEPH staff as 
a full-time accreditation coordinator. She provides support 
in such areas as communications, volunteer management, 
accreditation review and training programs. These 
responsibilities include updating the CEPH website, 
producing content for CEPH’s newsletter, reviewing 
preliminary self-study documents, corresponding with 
schools and programs, managing the implementation of the 
annual Accreditation Orientation Workshop and assisting 
with other special projects.  
 
Nicole is pursuing an MPH degree in health policy from 
George Washington University. She also holds a BA in 

political science with a focus in public 
policy and a minor in public health from 
GWU. 
 
Previously, Nicole served as CEPH’s 
executive assistant. She has also served as 
an accreditation assistant at the 
Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Management Education (CAHME). Nicole 
was responsible for maintaining 
accreditation records and formal 
correspondence and providing 
administrative support at CAHME. 

CEPH Councilors J. Henry Montes, MPH, 
left, and Michael D. Barnes, PhD, discuss 
an issue at the fall 2012 meeting. 

If you know of anyone who would 
like to be added to the distribution 
list for this newsletter, please send 
an e-mail to kforce@ceph.org. 

http://www.asph.org/document.cfm?page=1184
http://www.asph.org/document.cfm?page=1184
http://ceph.org/constituents/programs-baccalaureate-level/


University of Alberta 

School of Public Health 

Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2017 

Missouri State University 

Master of Public Health Program 

Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2017 

University of California, Irvine 

Public Health Program 

Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2017 

University of Cincinnati 

Public Health Program 

Initial accreditation conferred to December 31, 2017 

Emory University 

Rollins School of Public Health 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

Florida International University 

Robert Stempel College of Public Health and Social Work 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

Instituto Nacional de Salud Publica 

School of Public Health 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

University of Michigan 

School of Public Health 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 

School of Public Health 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

East Carolina University 

MPH Program 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

Georgia State University 

Public Health Program 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

New York University 

MPH Program 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

Wright State University 

MPH Program 

Continued accreditation conferred to December 31, 2019 

This brings the total number of accredited institutions to 142  

(50 schools and 92 programs). For a complete list of accredited 

schools and programs, visit CEPH’s website. 

The following schools and programs were granted  

continued accreditation 

CEPH Accredits 1 New School, 3 New Programs in October 2012 

Since the CEPH website underwent a 

major redesign in 2010, the site has 

continued to expand its content and 

features. Visitors to the site may 

notice that 2013 brings a small 

facelift intended to make users’ 

experiences even easier and more 

intuitive. 

CEPH Website Adds Greater Functionality 

Simplified navigation to 

internal pages 

Direct links to the most 

commonly accessed  

documents 

Further refined search  

of accredited schools 

and programs 

Search box capability 

http://ceph.org/assets/Master_List.pdf


CEPH trained 23 new site visitors in 

conjunction with the APHA Annual Meeting 

in San Francisco in October. CEPH thanks 

the following participants for their 

enthusiasm and engagement during the 

workshop and looks forward to their 

service on accreditation reviews beginning 

in 2013. 

 
John Meurer, MD, MBA 
Director, Institute for Health & Society 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
 
Diane Marie St. George, PhD 
Director, MPH Program 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 
 
Gilbert Ramirez, DrPH, CPH 
Senior Associate Dean Academic Affairs & 
Educational Effectiveness 
West Virginia University 
 
Steven E. Mattachione, JD, BSc 
Chair, Department of Health Administration 
& Policy 
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center 
 
Mary Helen Smith, BS, MPH, MPA(c) 
Director of Environmental Health 
Mahoning County District Board of Health 
 
Sondos Islam, PhD, MPH, MS 
Director, MPH Program in Urban Public 
Health 
Charles Drew University of Medicine and 
Science 
 
Laura A. Linnan, ScD, CHES  
Director, Carolina Collaborative for 
Research on Work and Health 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
 
Connie Evashwick, ScD, MA, MS, AB 
Consultant 
CEA - Consulting & Evaluation Associates 
 
Michael Thompson, DrPH, MS 
Coordinator, Graduate Public Health 
Program 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte 
 
Roger Shaff, MPH, BS 
Project Director (retired) 
Public Health Institute 
 
Corinne Peek-Asa, PhD, MPH 
Associate Dean for Research 
University of Iowa 
 

Sabine Eustache, DrPH, MBA, MPH 
Consultant 
SEJ Associates, Inc. 
 
Omur Cinar Elci, MD, PhD, FRSPH 
Chair, Department of Public Health & 
Preventive Medicine 
St. George’s University 
 
Carol Runyan, PhD, MPH 
Professor 
Colorado School of Public Health 
 
Rick Danko, DrPH  
Director, Curriculum Development & Global 
Health Initiatives 
Texas A&M School of Rural Health 
 
James Anderson, PhD 
Associate Dean for Research 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
 
Haroutune Armenian, PhD 
Associate Dean for Academic Programs 
University of California, Los Angeles 
 
Pamela Teaster, PhD 
Associate Dean for Research 
University of Kentucky 
 
Babette Neuberger, JD, MPH 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
L. Fleming Fallon, Jr., MD, DrPH 
Co-director, Northwest Ohio Consortium for 
Public Health 
Bowling Green State University 
 
 

CEPH Expands Ranks of Trained Site Visitors 

William Pilkington, DPA, MPA, BA 
CEO & Public Health Officer 
Cabarrus Health Alliance 
 
Jay Maddock, PhD 
Director, Public Health Program 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
 
Linda E. Forys, EdM, MCHES 
Director 
Harris County Public Health and 
Environmental Services 
 

Rick Danko listens to a presentation  
during site visitor training. 

Sabine Eustache and Omur Cinar Elci discuss a group exercise during site visitor 
training in San Francisco. 



 Weigh the risks and benefits inherent in public health 

decision making 
 

School leaders began preparing faculty about nine months before 

the launch date in fall 2012; 90-minute meetings were held 

monthly and then more frequently as the start of the fall semester 

neared. Sessions were led by in-house experts and case writers, 

and faculty led practice sessions with case presentations and a 

debriefing session. Faculty involved in the ISP course volunteered 

to review cases, write lesson plans and develop discussion 

questions. Teaching assistants also underwent a similar, but much 

shorter, preparation. 

 

While Columbia is committed to 

the case-based learning method, 

Begg acknowledged that there 

are some challenges that must be 

considered. Twenty faculty 

members are involved, and each 

oversees 20 students, which is a 

large commitment to a new 

teaching method. In addition, the 

selection of cases – including 

topics, length and content – has 

required careful consideration. The 

school is also addressing concerns 

about student preparation for the ISP course and the ISP course’s 

integration with materials from existing core courses. 

  

The school is evaluating the ISP course through written evaluations 

completed at the midpoint and end of each semester. The school 

has also created a longitudinal panel of 40 students from the 

entering MPH class who will participate in focus groups and online 

surveys. In addition, school leaders are administering spot-check 

surveys of program effectiveness that will randomly sample 

students who are not part of the longitudinal panel. These spot-

check surveys are given every two weeks throughout the 

semester. This information will be critical for assessing and 

improving the new case-based course going forward. 

Columbia Incorporates Case-based Learning into Curriculum 

The Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University has 

developed a curriculum that incorporates case-based learning 

into the teaching methods. Melissa Begg, ScD, professor and 

vice dean for education at Columbia, presented the school’s 

approach during the CEPH Technical Assistance sessions held in 

conjunction with the APHA Annual Meeting in fall 2012. 

 

The Mailman School of Public Health followed the lead of the 

Columbia Journalism School, which learned from employers of 

its graduates that new employees were good beat reporters, 

but were not as skilled at organizational management or 

poised to climb the leadership ladder. Cases provided a way 

to simulate real-world decision making, priority setting and 

teamwork. 

 

Begg explained that cases are compelling stories with a 

protagonist and decision points. During Columbia’s development 

of this approach, the faculty observed that cases work best 

when engaging students to improve their skills in 

 

 Integrating disparate topics 

 Enhancing ability for decision-making and prioritizing 

 Working with ambiguity 

 

Begg emphasized that case studies work well when authentic 

source material is readily available and when cases foster 

classroom dialogue and debate. 

 

The case-based course “Integration of Science and 

Practice” (ISP) has been added to the MPH curriculum to 

complement the existing core courses. Students enroll in the ISP 

course during the fall and spring semesters of their first year, as 

shown in the diagram of the MPH curriculum sequence below. 

The course is designed to enable students to 

 

 Synthesize information from multiple sources 

 Identify knowledge gaps that hinder the development of 

health policy and health systems 

 Evaluate potential responses to a population health 

problem 



Attendees of CEPH’s Technical Assistance sessions held in 

conjunction with the APHA Annual Meeting in fall 2012 learned 

about the integrative MPH curriculum developed by the Brown 

School of Social Work at Washington University in St. Louis 

(WUSTL). Edward Lawlor, PhD, Brown School dean, shared 

how the program emphasizes the concept of Transdisciplinary 

Problem Solving (TPS) in its courses. 

 

The transdisciplinary approach is characterized by academics 

and practitioners collaborating to craft and use new 

theoretical and practical approaches that blend disciplines to 

solve scientific and societal problems. TPS courses are 

distinguished by a number of characteristics including the 

following: 

 

 Team-based approaches and group projects 

 Community engagement 

 Problem-solution framework 

 Focus on real-world problems 

 “Cells-to-society” approach 

 ‘Solutions’ with emphasis on implementation 
 

Lawlor noted that the Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) “Who Will 

Keep the Public Healthy: Educating Public Health Professionals 

for the 21st Century” report is the guiding influence for 

implementing the transdisciplinary approach to public health 

education. According to Lawlor, blending disciplines by 

concentrating on public health is the most practical approach 

to developing transdisciplinary professionals. 

 

The MPH program, housed in the Brown School, draws not only 

on the expertise of the 18 program faculty, but also from 

faculty associated with the Brown School and the larger 

university. Examples of MPH courses using the TPS approach 

include the following: 

 

 Implementing Public Health Interventions in Developing 
Countries 

 Public Health & the Built Environment 

 Criminal Justice Involved Adults:  Practice & Policy 
Interventions 

 Chronic Disease, Policy & Prevention for Public Health 
 

The TPS approach and these courses have been developed to 

attain certain goals for student learning. Lawlor identified a 

number of examples of student learning: 

 

 Identifying a broader set of factors, from cells to society, 
that influence a public health problem 

 Recognizing how the problem is defined and addressed 
by different science and practice disciplines 

 Integrating these ideas into a more comprehensive 
understanding of the problem and solution 

 Building consensus around a shared understanding of the 
problem and common goal for addressing it 

WUSTL Takes Transdisciplinary Approach to Problem Solving 

 Generating new solutions that are practical and economically 
feasible 

 Collaborating to assure the success of solution 

 Implementing and evaluating these solutions in ‘real world’ 
settings 

 

The TPS approach is not without its challenges, including 

standardization of TPS skills and competencies; documenting 

curricula for accreditation; coverage of key public health content; 

faculty time, workload and collaborative opportunities; follow-up 

and implementation of TPS ideas; and allocation of resources. 

 

WUSTL’s MPH program was 

launched in 2009, and 

development of the program 

based on strategic public 

health priorities dates back to 

2007. The program was 

awarded initial CEPH 

accreditation in 2012. 

 
 

Both presentations are available on the CEPH website. 

Go to 
 

CEPH.ORG 

 

FOR SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS 

— GRADUATE LEVEL 

 

TECHNICAL ASSSISTANCE AND RESOURCES 

 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS AND WEBINARS 

 CASE-BASED LEARNING AT THE COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY MAILMAN SCHOOL OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH  

 CASE-BASED LEARNING & TRANSDISCIPLINARY 

EDUCATION AT WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN 

ST. LOUIS 

 



According to CEPH’s Accreditation Procedures, it is the 

responsibility of our schools and programs to make the 

final self-study (as submitted to CEPH) and final 

accreditation report available. A simple way to comply 

with this requirement is to provide links on your website as 

the University of Iowa College of Public Health (right) and 

the Claremont Graduate University MPH Program (below) 

have done. 

Stakeholders, including public health faculty searching for 

best practices, prospective students and other members of 

the public, often call the CEPH office in search of a school or 

program’s final self-study document. All requests received 

by CEPH staff are referred directly to the school or 

program. 

 

Schools and programs who prefer to respond to individual 

requests for self-study copies, rather than posting the 

document on their website, must clearly indicate on their 

websites how to contact an appropriate person to request a 

copy of the final self-study document and/or final 

accreditation report. Schools and programs using the 

“individual request” approach must also ensure timely 

responses to all such requests. 

 

The school or program may append a written response to 

the accreditation report whenever it releases the full report. 

Release of Reports: Schools’ and Programs’ Responsibility 

NYU’s Hamburg Remembered for Advancing Public Health Education 

Marian Miller Hamburg, EdD, was a pioneer in the fields 

of school and community health education. She established 

the Department of Health Education at New York 

University and served as department chair. She started 

the first graduate program in human sexuality in the 

nation, and she was an early CEPH Board member, 

serving from 1984 to 1989.  

 

Dr. Hamburg was deeply involved with numerous national 

and international health promotion societies. In 2011, she 

received the NYU Steinhardt School of Culture, Education 

and Human Development Lifetime Achievement Award. 

She was an esteemed teacher, consultant, author, 

researcher, editor, program director and mentor. 

 

Dr. Hamburg was born in Webster Groves, Missouri, in 

1918. She received her bachelor's degree in 1940 from the 

University of Missouri, master's degree in 1945 from NYU 

and her doctorate in 1950 from Columbia University.  

 

Dr. Hamburg inspired 

myriads of people around 

the world by modeling a 

life well-lived for nearly 

94 years. In her own 

words, “Death is simply a 

part of life, and my life 

has been miraculous.” She 

died in October 2012 in 

San Diego. 



The Association of American 

Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC) 

named its minority scholarship fund in 

honor of CEPH Secretary Patricia M. 

Lowrie, MS. 

 

 

 

CEPH Treasurer J. Alan Baker, MA, 

received the Excellence in Health 

Administration award from APHA’s 

Health Administration Section. 

 

 

 

 

Councilor Jean P. O’Brien, PhD, and 

two colleagues received a grant 

(approx. $165,000) to offer a college 

mentoring program to at-risk juveniles 

to foster better interpersonal skills, to 

introduce the mentees to the 

advantages of higher education and 

to encourage service to others in an 

effort to offer alternatives to the juvenile justice system. 

Councilor Ian Lapp, PhD, served as the 

guest editor of the Health Education & 

Behavior journal’s December 2012 

issue: Global Progress in Core 

Competencies and Quality Assurance 

for Health Education and Health 

Promotion. In addition, Dr. Lapp was 

selected as the inaugural co-chair of the Harvard 

Teaching and Learning Consortium. 

 

CEPH President Stephen W. Wyatt, 

DMD, MPH, was selected as the 2012 

Distinguished Alumnus for the University 

of Kentucky College of Dentistry’s 50th 

anniversary celebration. 

 
CEPH Vice President Michael D. 

Barnes, PhD, published 10 peer-

reviewed journal articles in 2012 

with his colleagues. These papers 

related to the use of social media 

and digital technology for health 

communication, surveillance and 

policy advocacy applications. 

The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) is an independent agency recognized by the US Department of Education to accredit 

schools of public health and public health programs offered in settings other than schools of public health. These schools and programs 

prepare students for entry into careers in public health. The primary professional degree is the Master of Public Health (MPH) but other 

baccalaureate, masters and doctoral degrees are offered as well. Visit www.ceph.org for more information. 

Laura Rasar King, MPH, MCHES 
Executive Director 
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Mollie Mulvanity, MPH 

Deputy Director 

mmulvanity@ceph.org 

Maraquita Hollman, MPH 
Training Programs Director & Accreditation Specialist 

mhollman@ceph.org 

 
Kristen Force, MPH, CHES 

Communications Director & Accreditation Specialist 

kforce@ceph.org 

John Conklin 
Office Manager 

jconklin@ceph.org 

 

Nicole Williams 
Accreditation Coordinator 

nwilliams@ceph.org 

   Leading and fostering innovation in quality improvement  

CEPH Councilors Recognized for Contributions to Profession 


